














 

Following is a testimonial written by a Holy Cross School graduate that 
helps to illustrate the value of Catholic education. Thank you to the Holy 
Cross Parish community for your generosity and support of Holy Cross 
School. 

 
 
 

    My name is Will and I’m an 8th grader here at Holy Cross.  I’ve been a student here for 10 years and currently serve 
as Student Council President.   
    I love going to Holy Cross.  I think we have great teachers who make sacrifices and travel from long distances to 
teach here.  When I get up in the morning, I can’t wait to go to school.  Holy Cross has provided me with a challenging 
yet encouraging learning environment.   
    From kindergarten to this day, Holy Cross has made a permanent impact in strengthening my faith life.  Attending 
weekly mass with my classmates, having Fr. Hal visit the classroom to talk with us about our faith, and having daily re-
ligion class – all of this allows us to express ourselves and our beliefs.  At school, we’re able to talk about how Jesus 
sacrificed his life for us and how it has affected our lives.   
    When we’re in 7th grade, we perform the Living Stations of the Cross for the parish.  I was very moved by this experi-
ence because we focused on the last hour of Jesus’ life from the perspective of everyone who was there.  I was espe-
cially moved by the testimony of Barabbas.   
    I also like how before and after every football game we would take a knee and pray the Our Father and the Hail 
Mary.  We didn’t pray to win the game.  We prayed to do our best and we prayed that no one would get hurt.   
    I like how at Holy Cross we do service projects to help others.  We do service projects for our sister parish, St. Mala-
chy’s and the Deerfield Food Pantry.  Right now, we’re collecting Christmas gifts for families who are less fortunate. 
    Academically, I think Holy Cross does an excellent job.  In social studies, Mrs. Miles is doing a great job teaching us 
about our government.  In math, Mr. B. is preparing us for our math placement test for high school.  And in reading 
class, Mrs. McAfee had us read the Hound of the Baskervilles which was a great book that I couldn’t put down.   
    Recently, I participated in Quiz Bowl at Notre Dame High School.  Holy Cross came in 2nd place out of 18 schools and 
we lost by one question.   
    I will be attending Loyola Academy next year and attended Shadow Day last week.  At the end of that day, I felt I was 
well prepared for high school.   
    In closing, Holy Cross has impacted me deeply in many ways.  I am very glad my parents chose to send me to Holy 
Cross.    
 
Will Lederer -- Holy Cross Student – Class of 2010 
 
 
 
    We are fortunate to have exceptionally bright children.  After testing and consultation, the staff at Northwestern 
University’s Center for Talent Development encouraged us to choose a school that could respond with an accelerated 
curriculum.  As we began to explore our options in Deerfield in regards to supporting the educational process of gifted 
children, we heard of the startling statistical norm of Holy Cross Students as indicated by a measure of Terra Nova 
tests.   
    It became clear that at Holy Cross, our children would be in a population of very bright students.  An additional at-
traction was that Holy Cross had a history of providing an excellent foundation to an entire population of intelligent to 
extremely intelligent students.  
    As the school year began, we were quickly and actively engaged in discussions with the teacher regarding our child’s 
special needs.  Throughout the year we have been surprised and delighted with the challenging work and thorough 
engagement between the staff and our children.  Our children are challenged, encouraged, and supported in their 
learning.  Our experience is the teachers of Holy Cross are caring, above and beyond any job description.  They have 
shown us an amazing dedication to their students.  Again and again, they demonstrate a deep concern about the learn-
ing in their classrooms. 
 
Holy Cross School Parent 

Notes From  
Holy Cross School 



THAT THEY MAY BE SAFE 
 

Please remember in prayer all those serving in the Armed Services today 
and especially those who are deployed in harm’s way. 

 M  Ed Arntson M  John Paul Bernard  

 M  Eric Clay M  Cooper Dinges 

 M  Kevin Freeman M  David Gerts 

 M  Joshua Jessop   M  Joseph Koschwanez   

 M  J. Matt Lissner   M Patrick Lynch, USMC  

 M  Alan Padden M  Ryan Quick  

 M  Jeff Sargent    
 

    Please call the Pastoral Center, 847-945-0430, or send the names of the 
family and friends currently serving in the armed forces that you would like 
listed in the Bulletin each week to the Pastoral Center so the Community of 
Holy Cross may remember them in prayer. 
 

   We are happy to report that M  Trent Kubasiak has returned from the 
Mid East. His family thanks everyone for their prayers and support. 

PARISH OFFERINGS 
Sunday/Holy Days/Christmas/Easter/Children’s 

 Actual Budgeted 

February 14, 2010  $16,054 $18,606 

Year To Date  $820,533 $763,998 

Surplus/Deficit Year to Date  $  56,535 

Surplus/Deficit Prior Year  $73,000 

 Total Surplus/Deficit $16,465 

Student Assistance  $954  

PLEASE DO NOT PUT FAMILY SUNDAY DONATIONS IN CHILDRENS ENVELOPES.  

FIRST WEDNESDAY  
OF THE MONTH  

ROSARY 
MARCH 3RD  – 6:30 P.M. 
HOLY CROSS CHURCH 

 

We remember in our prayers those who have died… 
Anne Stafford, mother of Father Dennis, Anna Marie Murvine, 
mother of Kelly McCarthy, Van Herrero, Jr., brother-in-law of Ann 
Marie Kenik. Grant them and all who have died a place of honor in 

your heavenly dwelling place and may their family and friends who mourn, 
take comfort in a God who shelters us all. 

REMEMBER 
    Once again the Church invites us to 
enter the desert of repentance. That 
desert, as today’s first reading reminds 
us, is also a desert of remembrance. 
This holy season summons us to       
remember all that God has done for us. 
Like the Israelites who recalled their 
captivity and God’s work to free them 
from the Egyptians, we, too, recall 
those times when we were held       
captive by sin and experienced        
freedom through the gift of God’s    
redeeming love.  
    Saint Paul tells us that the word of 
God is near us; it is in our mouths and 
in our hearts. May that sacred word 
prompt us to remember God’s great 
work of reconciliation in our lives and 
in our community. As this season of 
Lent unfolds, let us take to heart these 
words of Saint Paul and spend these 
forty days calling upon the name of  
the Lord, asking for forgiveness and 
healing. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday:  1 Pt 5:1-4;  
 Mt 16:13-19 
Tuesday:  Is 55:10-11;  
 Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday:  Jon 3:1-10;  
 Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday:  Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25;  
 Mt 7:7-12 
Friday:  Ez 18:21-28; 
 Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday:  Dt 26:16-19;  
 Mt 5:43-48 

HOLY CROSS LENTEN REFLECTION BOOKLET 
 

Available on the parish website: 
www.holycrossparish.net 

 

Join us on our Lenten journey with daily reflections by your fellow parish-
ioners on the Gospel reading for each day. You may read it on-line, 
download it and print your own copy (simplified format from the Advent 
booklet), or if you do not have access to a computer, please call the Pas-
toral Center for help, 847-945-0430. 



MINISTERS SCHEDULE - February 27—28, 2010 

MASS 
TIME 

PRESIDER LECTOR EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

ALTAR 
 SERVERS 

   5:00 p.m. Fr. Darow John McManus 
Jim Finkler 

Clare Storti, Mary O’Donnell, 
Doe Daniels, Mike Storti, 
Donna Moore, Dennis Timko, 
Michelle Serio 

J. DeWald 
C. Douglas 
S. Giampetroni 

  8:30 a.m. Fr. Stafford Mary Clare Johnson 
Paulette Shimer 

Helene Bernard, Barbara Keeley, 
Irene Clark, Cheryl Melton, 
Peggy DiPietro, Tom Ochs, 
Rick Kempf 

C. Hansen 
E. Hansen 
P. Halliday 

10:30 a.m. Fr. Foley  Robert Nora 
Susan Nora 

Rosie Farrell, Kenny Kluckman, 
Gwen Hartsell, Kevin Simkowski, 
Jim Letten, Alison Bartusiak, 
Tracy Halsema 

C. Goldman 
N. Gomez 
S. Hahn 

ON TEMPTATION, AND WICKED JOHN & THE DEVIL 
Copyright 2010 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com) 

 

     Per Emerson, “We gain the strength of the temptation we resist,” and per Penn, “’Tis no sin to be tempted, 
but to be overcome.” Depending on our individual vulnerabilities--or our individual strengths--temptation is on 
all sides. Sometimes it comes to us unexpectedly, but perhaps more times we seek it out (or, as Joseph Humpert 
once put it, “The older you get, the easier it is to resist temptation, but the harder it is to find”). Which is not to 
say that Christ went looking for the devil in the desert in today’s Gospel, but it almost sounds like it. Per Luke’s 
account of the story:  “Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into 
the desert for forty days, to be tempted by the devil.” …To be tempted by the devil.” A plan, perhaps.  And if it 
was, surely God allowed it to show us how to deal with the devil: as Christ did--harshly and authoritatively--not 
as a blacksmith did long ago. 
  

    I came upon the story “Wicked John and the Devil” years back, as written by the late storyteller Jackie Tor-
rence, who purportedly got it from her grade school librarian, Corrine Thomas. In the Torrence version, Wicked 
John lived in the mountains of North Carolina, where he was known not only for his smithy skills but also for his 
ill-favored temperament. An angel appeared one day to grant John three wishes. John refused them but relin-
quished when the angel said that John must take the wishes because of his meanness or he wouldn’t get to 
heaven. Just wanting to get the angel out of his shop, John asked 1) that whoever touched his hammer be stuck 
to it until John released him; 2) that whoever sat in his rocker be stuck to it until John released him; and 3) that 
“any money I put in my pocketbook won’t be able to come out less I say so or until I’m dead.” The angel granted 
the mean-spirited requests, which John used to his advantage when the devil came for his soul several years 
later.  
 

     First John bought time by tricking the devil into picking up his hammer. He bought more time by tricking the 
devil into sitting in his rocker. Finally, after tricking Satan into changing himself into a quarter--which John put 
promptly into his pocketbook--the blacksmith died, and  “everything would have been fine,” wrote Torrence, 
but “…one of the neighbors opened up John’s pocketbook and out flew the devil. They tell me he’s been flying 
around ever since.” He’s flying around in 2010, for sure, just as he is flying around the desert with Jesus in to-
day’s Gospel. Our Lord rebukes Satan three times. How are we at rebuking him? The way I see it, every time we 
turn away from God, we turn toward the devil, striking a bargain of sorts with him. I don’t know about you, but 
I’ve struck my share. Yes, Wicked John escaped the devil’s clutches by tricking him in the end. Such is the way of 
fables. We have begun another Lenten journey in the very real world, however, and the devil is still seeking 
souls. Let’s not go looking for temptation, but recalling Emerson, let’s turn in Christ’s direction when we find 
ourselves confronted by it.  


